
Why do we need to 
make changes? 
Southland’s land use has intensified 
over the last 150 years and this 
has had implications for our water 
quality. Scientific monitoring and 
investigations confirm that Southland 
has both water quality and quantity 
issues. Results show that nutrients 
(particularly nitrogen and phosphorus) 
as well as sediment and bacteria are 
having an adverse effect on water 
quality. 

On top of this, all regional 
councils in New Zealand must 
meet the Government’s National 
Policy Statement for Freshwater 
Management, which requires us to 
maintain and improve water quality 
and quantity overall. Maintaining 
water quality in Southland can’t be 
done without everyone playing their 
part. District and city councils will have 
an important part to play in meeting 
these standards. 

The Water and Land 2020 & Beyond project 
is Environment Southland’s response to 
the region’s water quality issues and the 
Government’s National Policy Statement for 
Freshwater Management.
It is a joint project with Ngāi Tahu ki Murihiku and aims is to maintain and 
improve Southland’s water quality.

The project will affect all Southlanders in some way, rural and urban alike. We 
will all have to change our behaviours to some extent. 
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What’s happening? 
The Water and Land 2020 & Beyond project encompasses a range of measures aimed at maintaining and improving Southland’s 
water quality, including promoting good on-farm management practices, and developing a Water and Land Plan that updates and 
brings together existing policies and rules. 

Eventually, catchment limits will also be set for water quality (discharges) and quantity (extractions), but not until we know more. 

Right now a huge amount of important scientific, economic, social and cultural work and research is underway to aid  
decision-making for the limit setting process. This work will help us better understand the communities’ objectives and values, 
Southland’s natural water systems and the potential impacts of limit setting. 

Determining catchment limits and how they are shared is a critical part of this process. We will continue to work alongside sector 
groups (for example Beef + Lamb NZ and DairyNZ) to identify options but it will be the community and the council who make the 
final decisions. 

Get involved: there are lots of ways to be involved, learn more about the 
project and to tell us what you think.

Keep up to date with the 
project by signing up to 

the Water and Land 2020 & 
Beyond e-newsletter through 

our website  
www.es.govt.nz. 

Environment Southland will 
be holding regular community 

meetings around Southland 
at different times. Come along 

and share your ideas.

Check out our website for 
times and locations.

We’ll need more formal 
feedback from you during 

the year. Keep an eye out for 
information on this in your 

mailbox.

To get some free  
one-on-one advice for your 

property call one of our land 
sustainability officers.

As we make progress  
we’ll add new information, 

factsheets and videos to our 
website. 

Check it out and tell us what 
you think and what you’d like 

to see there.

Tell your neighbours about 
the work that’s being done 

for catchment limits and 
encourage them to get 

involved too.


